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by Congressman John W. Olver

I am pleased to report that, last fall, Congress took action                  to re-authorize the Older Americans Act (OAA). I'd like to take                  this opportunity to explain what the Act does, outline its major                  new provisions, and briefly address some of the issues we will                  be facing in the 107th Congress.

Since 1965 the OAA has served our nation's aging population.                  By authorizing federal aid for home and community based services,                  the OAA has helped older Americans maintain their independence                  and well-being. Some of the services funded by the OAA include                  health care, home care, meal delivery, job training, counseling,                  transportation, legal advising and housing. A number of national                  senior advocacy groups, including the AARP, Green Thumb and the                  National Council of Senior Citizens, receive funding through this                  legislation.

Authorization of the OAA expired at the end of fiscal year 1995,                  but, fortunately, this lapse did not affect funding for existing                  OAA programs. Congress passed temporary spending measures to fund                  these programs. Finally, in October 2000, a new version of the                  bill was enacted.

The new version of OAA continues many of the services on which                  seniors around the country have come to depend, but there is an                  important new provision that will help family members to care                  for one another. The OAA will establish the National Family Caregiver                  Support Program to help families caring for older relatives and                  seniors caring for young relatives. $125 million has been approved                  to provide counseling, caregiver training, respite care and supplemental                  services to help take the burden off the caregiver. In addition,                  the OAA now directs state and local agencies to address some of                  the needs of seniors living in rural areas, which are all too                  often overlooked.

While the re-authorization of the OAA was a success, there is                  much that remains to be done in the coming Congress. My goals                  include targeted economic development for Berkshire County and                  the rest of the 1st Congressional District, securing the future                  of Social Security and Medicare, paying down the national debt,                  adding a prescription drug benefit to Medicare, and investing                  in our nation's schools.

This is an ambitious agenda, but there is bi-partisan agreement                  in Washington on some of these issues. With record federal surpluses,                  there should be enough money to pay down the debt, make investments                  in our communities and provide a tax cut for working families.                  I hope that we will be able to achieve some of these goals in                  the coming year.
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